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November’s Theme: “Give Thanks With a Grateful Heart.” 
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Vision Statement 

“Commitment to 
His Work and Will 

to Make 
Disciples” 

 

Online Giving is so easy                               
www.unionparkchurch.c

om 
 

Wi-Fi available 

bm-548 

Church Services 
Sunday School (classes for all ages) 
(Sunday School Closing Exercise) 

9:30 am – 10:20 am 
10:20 am – 10:30 am 

Snack Shack / Meet & Greet 10:30 am – 10:40 am 

Sunday Service                10:45 am – 12:30 pm 

Fellowship -  Coffee Hour               12:30 pm –   1:30 pm 

Wednesday Bible Study & Prayer Time                 7:00 pm  –  8:00 pm 

Youth Night (Every other Sunday)                     6:30 pm  –  8:00 pm 

 
“Enter into His gates with thanksgiving, and into His courts 
with praise.” (Psalm 100: 4) 
  

  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  
  
  
  

  
  

   
  

  
  
  
  

 

SUNDAY, November 18, 2018 

 
In This Issue: 

 

 Church Services, Welcome, Ministers, Vision Statement – Page 1 

 Excerpts from Sunday’s Sermon, Online Giving, Social Media – Page 2  

 Church News, Prayer Requests & Praises, The Church – Page 3  

 Photo Highlights from Sunday’s service, Birthday / Anniversary - Page 4 

 The Month Ahead, Fellowship, Pastor Dennis & Sis. Christiana –– Page 5 

 The Mission Statement – Page 6 

 
 

  
  
 

  
 

Welcome Guests, please take a moment during service to fill out a visitor card with 
your name and contact information. Children can attend nursery ages 0-5, or 
Children’s Church 6-10 years. 
  
 

http://www.unionparkchurch.com/
https://www.facebook.com/UnionParkChurchOfTheNazarene
http://www.unionparkchurch.com/
http://www.unionparkchurch.com/
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Sunday’s Messenger:  Sr. Pastor Dennis Jones 

Message Text:    Psalm 100 
    

Title:   “5 KEYS TO GIVING THANKS”   The entire sermon is on YouTube: 

https://youtu.be/8kLElQ_Nn0E 

 

Introduction: “Thanksgiving Tradition” 

What Do You Think of When You Think of Thanksgiving? 

 Eating, Watching Football, Long Weekend, Shopping, History, or Family?  

Thanksgiving is much more than any of this.  

 True thanksgiving is not just a day for food, football, and family.  

 It’s not just a holiday every third or fourth Thursday in November.  

 For God’s people, everyday ought to be Thanksgiving Day! 

 Thanksgiving Day is a day set aside to express our thanks to God.  

In 1789, George Washington made a public proclamation saying that, “it is the duty of all nations to acknowledge 

the providence of Almighty God, to obey His will, to be grateful for His benefits, and humbly to implore His 

protection and favor?”  

He recommended and assigned Thursday, the 26th day of November 1789 to be a day of Thanksgiving. 

Of course most of us know the story of the pilgrims and how they and the Indians of the area had a Thanksgiving 

feast in 1621 – long before Washington’s proclamation. 

Even earlier than 1621 – we find people offering up thanks to God. In the Old Testament we find a Song of 

Thanksgiving.  

It is Psalm 100. It is subtitled “A Psalm of Thanksgiving.”  

It is an invitation to join together to acknowledge the great things that God has done.  

Not only does Psalm 100 call us to praise the Lord with thankfulness – but it also describes to us the nature of 

thanksgiving.  

 

In this Psalm there are five key words that describe the essence of thanksgiving. The first word is: 

1. JOY 

Psalm 100:1 (NKJV) “Make a joyful shout to the Lord, all you lands!” 

We don’t have problems shouting at a football game, but we very seldom raise our voice in church during praise 

and worship.  

In Galatians 5:22, Joy is listed second in the line-up of the graces comprising the Fruit of the Spirit. 

The second word is: 

2. GLADNESS  

“Serve the Lord with gladness; Come before His presence with singing.” Psalms 100:2 (NKJV) 

Let me tell you this – there is a huge difference between gladness and sadness. 

When we come before the Lord – we are to do it with gladness not sadness.  

There are times when people come to church on Sunday morning worship almost like they are coming to a funeral 

service.  

https://youtu.be/8kLElQ_Nn0E
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We need to come in here on Sunday morning like we are coming into a resurrection service. My Lord has risen 

from the dead. I need to celebrate that fact!  As hymn #262 in our hymnal reads: 

I serve a risen Savior, He’s in the world today; 

I know that He is living, whatever men may say; 

I see His hand of mercy, I hear His voice of cheer, 

And just the time I need Him, He’s always near. 

He lives, He lives, Christ Jesus lives today! 

He walks with me and talks with me, along life’s narrow way. 

He lives, He lives, salvation to impart! 

You ask me how I know He lives: He lives within my heart. 

Folks, when we come before the Lord – we ought to do it with gladness. 

 

The third word is: 

3. DEPENDENCE 

“Know that the Lord, He is God; It is He who has made us, and not we ourselves; we are His people and the 

sheep of His pasture.” Psalm 100:3 (NKJV) 

This verse shows three roles of God: 

a. God is LORD. 

We are to make Him ruler, master, boss of our lives. 

God told Moses, ‘I AM WHO I AM’” Exodus 3:14  Folks, you have no more control over God than you do the 

weather. God is God and we are not. 

b. God is CREATOR. 

If you create something, you are greater than what you have created. You have every right over that which you 

have made. 

“It is He Who has made us, and not we ourselves” Psalm 100:3b (NKJV) 

c. God is SHEPHERD. 

“We are His people and the sheep of His pasture.” Psalm 100:3c (NKJV) 

God guides us to the place of security, plenty and rest.  “The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want. He makes me 

to lie down in green pastures; He leads me beside the still waters. He restores my soul.” Psalm 23:1-3 (NKJV) 

Someone has rightly said, 

If we are created, He is the Creator. 

If we are sheep, He is our Shepherd. 

If we enter His courts, He is our King. 

If we serve Him, He is our Master. 

I am dependent on God. He created even the air that I breathe. He knows every hair on my head. He knows every 

beat of my heart. I thank HIM for being God - I am dependent on Him. 

The fourth word is: 

4. THANKFULNESS 

You can’t give thanks unless you are thankful. 

“Enter into His gates with thanksgiving, And into His courts with praise. Be thankful to Him, and bless His 

name.” Psalm 100:4 (NKJV) 
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Thanksgiving is what flows out of a thankful HEART. 

In Luke chapter seventeen there is a very interesting story. Jesus enters a village and upon entering He finds ten 

men who were lepers. They stood a long way off and yelled out to Jesus, "Jesus, have mercy on us!" When Jesus 

saw them, He said to them, "Go, show yourselves to the priests." Did you know that they had not been cleansed 

yet? They left before they were cured – because the Bible says, “that as they went along, they were cleansed.” Do 

you know what happened then? One of them – only one of them – when he saw that he was healed, turned around 

and went back to see Jesus. The Bible says he fell down on his face at the feet of Jesus, glorified God and thanked 

Jesus for what He had done. Only one out of ten THANKED Jesus. Do you remember what Jesus asked him? 

"Were there not ten cleansed? But where are the nine?” 

Folks we need to be thankful to God for what He has done for us. 

That brings us to the fifth word is: 

5. GRATITUDE 

“For the Lord is good; His mercy is everlasting, And His truth endures to all generations.    

 Psalm 100:5 (NKJV) 

Three reasons to be grateful: 

a. The Lord is GOOD. 

b. The Lord’s mercy is EVERLASTING. 

c. The Lord’s truth endures FOREVER. 

In Romans chapter eleven Paul is giving thanks and praise to God when he writes: 

“Everything comes from Him; Everything happens through Him; Everything ends up in Him. Always glory! 

Always praise!”  Romans 11:36  

Our praise, our thanksgiving and our worship need to be directed to God. We need to be thankful for what He has 

done. 

CONCLUSION: 

This Thanksgiving, with all the preparations, events and excitement, my prayer is that we give thanks to God with 

joy and gladness; with thankfulness and gratitude; and with a heart dependent on Him. 
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The Church 
 

In the Bible the word church is a translation of the Greek word ekklesia, meaning “a calling out.” It never refers 

to a building or meeting place, but always to people, the ones “called out” of the world’s society by God calling 

them into His service. The Church of the Bible is not a cold, stone building, but a group of warm and loving 

people specially chosen by God. 

 

 

 

CHURCH NEWS 
 

 November’s Theme: “Give Thanks With a Grateful Heart.” 

 7 men attended Men’s Breakfast on Saturday.  Great time of fellowship!  Thought focus: 

Prudent/Prudence—Godly Wisdom. 

 Wednesday night’s Bible Study continues on 2 Thessalonians. 

 Everyone is invited to our Thanksgiving Lunch in the fellowship hall after the morning service. 

 Choral Practice at 6:30 pm 

 

  
  

 

  
 

  
  

  
  
  

 

 
  

 

 

  
  
  
 

 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
 
  
  
  
  
  

Online giving is so easy at www.unionparkchurch.com 
Wi-Fi is available (bm-548). 

We are on Facebook: facebook.com/unionparkchurchofthenazarene 
YouTube channel:  UPCN 

Pastor Dennis, First Lady Christiana and family 
(Ephesians 4:11-13) 

 

- Rev. Hires (medical) 
- Bro. Andee Jones (God’s guidance) 
- Pastor Oliver Phillip (medical – praise report, improving)  
- Sis. Debbie Simpson (medical) 
- Toni-Marie Rankine, Sis. Colette’s sister-in-law (God’s help) 
- Bro. Benero Jimenez (medical) 
- Sis. Rose Anne’s bereaving family 

- Sis. Debbie’s great-nephew (Brandon) (medical) 
- The people of California who are affected by the shooting &     
   fire. 
  

 

  
 
  

 

 
 

  

 
 
 
 

 

James 5:13-15 Are you hurting? Pray. Do 
you feel great? Sing. Are you sick? Call 
the church leaders together to pray and 
anoint you with oil in the name of the 
Master. Believing-prayer will heal you, 
and Jesus will put you on your feet. And if 
you’ve sinned, you’ll be forgiven—healed 
inside and out. (Message Bible) 

Prayer and Praise 

http://www.unionparkchurch.com/
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 Pastor Dennis recognized our Veterans, Thank you Brothers Jeff and Alex for your service!!      Five Keys to Giving Thanks” 
                                                                                                                                                                          By Sr. Pastor Dennis Jones 
 
                                
        

 
 

            
 
 
  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

                                                                                    

Photo Highlights from Sunday’s Service 

The Month Ahead 
 
 Women’s Breakfast—Saturday, November 24, 8:15 am 

 Choral Banquet – Saturday, December 8, 6:00 pm 

 Men’s Breakfast – Saturday, December 15, 7:30 pm 

 Christmas Choral Performance – Sunday, December 23, 7:00 pm 

 

  
  
  

October Birthday/Anniversary 
  5 – Colette Rankine 
  9 – Leon Gaither 
12 – Ezequiel Abraham 
14 – Derissa Jones 
15 – Renaldo Lugo 
21 – Eaden Pullen 
23 – Paola Ruiz 
24 – Weffi Vincent 
25 – Joshua Rodriguez 
30 – Kevin Gakono 

         

        

 
 
 

 
 

        

 

          

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

We Want to Celebrate Your Special Day! 

November Birthday/Anniversary 
  2 – Jordan Small 
18 – Pastor Dennis Jones 
21 – Brittany Lugo 
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Our Fellowship Hour is so Important – It’s not just the food – it’s the FELLOWSHIP – getting to know our 

Sisters and Brothers. (If you want to share your favorite dish or snacks, please see Sis. Debbie.) 

 

 
Come Share the Joy and Love at Union Park Church! 

 
Pastor Dennis & Sis. Christiana 

 
                                               
Throughout the month of October, churches around the world showed their appreciation for 
their clergy and spouse in a variety of ways. Thank you for your many acts of kindness shown 

to our Sr. Pastor, Sis. Christiana and family. May God abundantly bless you and your family.  
  

 Our Mission Statement 

 Seeking the lost through evangelistic outreach 

 Providing for the spiritual needs of our congregation through prayer, Bible study, fellowship and 

united worship 

 Commitment to the work of the local church 

 Encouragement to each other in the work of Christ 

 Benevolence towards those in need 

 

 

 


